IN N£W YORK,
211
""The Valley of TJn--'^("The bowers
Sea," « To the Hiver------,
rest,"   "ToF-----» "To
whereat "), " Song » 1 («I saw thee"), and » Fairy-land;" a of criticism there was nothing noteworthy except a flattering review of Hirst and a satirical one of Trloyt, both poetasters.
In October occurred one of the best known incidents of Poe's life. In the summer he had visited Boston, and now was invited to give a poem before the Boston Lyceum (it will be remembered that Xjowell had at Poe's request formerly interested himself to obtain an. engagement for him to lecture "before the same organization), and he accepted. On the evening appointed, October 16, a lecture, which, "was tlie second of the course, having been given "by Caleb Gushing, Poe came forward on the platform, of the Odeon, and after some prefatory remarks about the foolishness of didacticism read " Al Aaraaf." The audience, the hour being late, began to disperse, but enough persons remained to enjoy liis recitation of ." The Raven," with which the entertainment closed. Whatever was the cause, Poe disappointed his audience, and afterwards somo Boston papers commented somewhat severely on the performance, especially when the truth came out that the poem given was a juvenile production, written years before, Poe, when he returned to New York, declared that he had acted of malice prepense,
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